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Much of the 35 percent increase 

comes from estimated gas reserves that 
are trapped deep in dense shale rock 
which drilling companies have only re-
cently learned how to tap. Shale for-
mations are deep underground, 6,000 
feet or more, and the rock is relatively 
impermeable. Deep drilling is expen-
sive, and in the past the amount of gas 
that could be recovered was not suffi-
cient to justify the cost. However, new 
advances in production techniques 
have boosted all previous estimates of 
financially recoverable natural gas. 

One shale formation that is receiving 
new attention is the Marcellus basin, a 
400-million-year-old shale formation 
stretching from New York to West Vir-
ginia. That basin alone is believed to 
hold as much as 500 trillion cubic feet 
of natural gas, or the approximate 
equivalent of 80 billion barrels of oil. 
It’s not clear, however, how much of 
this shale gas is recoverable. 

In recent years, natural gas pro-
ducers have expanded the use of a tech-
nique called horizontal drilling. After 
drilling more than a mile below the 
Earth’s surface to reach the shale layer 
below, a drill operator then slowly 
steers the drill bit to one side until it 
is heading sideways across the shale 
layer. This technique allows access to 
more of the shale than a traditional 
vertical well could provide. However, 
even with this new technique, the den-
sity of shale rock still traps most of 
the gas. Producers therefore use a proc-
ess called hydraulic fracturing in 
which a water-and-sand mixture is 
forced at very high pressure into the 
well that creates millions of tiny 
cracks in the rock, enabling more of 
the gas to be released. And while shale 
gas only provides a small fraction of 
the Nation’s total gas production, 
many experts believe the rising supply 
of natural gas means it can be sub-
stituted for other fossil fuels. 

Natural gas can also serve as a bridge 
between our current energy feedstocks 
and renewable energy production. Ac-
cording to Guy Caruso, the former ad-
ministrator of the Energy Information 
Administration, ‘‘natural gas has a 
role to play as a bridge because of the 
long lead time and scalability issues of 
renewable fuels. It’s nice to have aspi-
rations about renewable energy and ef-
ficiency, but we need to recognize these 
long-term goals and that we need 
something to get us there in the mean-
time.’’ 

As an energy source, natural gas is 
cheaper than oil, and when burned it 
emits 30 percent less carbon dioxide 
than oil and 45 percent less carbon di-
oxide than coal on an energy equiva-
lent basis. Natural gas is also highly 
efficient. Approximately 90 percent of 
the natural gas produced is delivered to 
consumers as useful energy. In con-
trast, only about 30 percent of the en-
ergy converted to electricity in con-
ventional generating facilities ever 
reaches consumers. And with 84 per-
cent of the natural gas consumed in 
the United States being produced do-

mestically, an increase in the use of 
natural gas would not only dramati-
cally lower greenhouse gas emissions 
but it would also reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. 

Natural gas powered vehicles in use 
today are also helping to improve air 
quality by displacing petroleum pow-
ered vehicles which contribute about 
three-fourths of the carbon dioxide pol-
lution found in urban areas. According 
to NGV America, one of out of every 10 
transit buses and over 130,000 addi-
tional school buses, taxicabs, garbage 
trucks and other vehicles on U.S. roads 
are already fueled with cleaner burning 
natural gas. In fact, in 2008, the use of 
natural gas vehicles displaced almost 
300 million gallons of petroleum use in 
the United States. 

Using natural gas instead of coal or 
oil is a low-cost, low-emissions solu-
tion for reducing our Nation’s depend-
ence on foreign energy sources while 
also reducing our greenhouse gas emis-
sions. 

f 

YEMEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 

To meet the President’s deadline for 
closing Guantanamo, there has been a 
rush during the past 2 months to trans-
fer as many detainees as possible to 
their home countries, or to a third 
country that would accept them. 

On September 26, the administration 
announced that a detainee named Alla 
Ali Bin Ali Ahmed was transferred to 
Yemen. The announcement did not re-
veal the terms of his transfer but said 
the United States has coordinated with 
the Yemeni Government to ensure that 
the transfer took place under, quote, 
appropriate security measures. 

There is an ongoing and very real 
concern about detainees returning to 
terrorism. According to data from the 
Department of Defense, at least 15 per-
cent of former Guantanamo detainees 
have returned to terrorist activity. The 
15 percent that have returned to ter-
rorism following release were merely 
those detainees who were perceived to 
be low security risks. That’s why they 
were released years ago. The detainees 
pending release now are the worst of 
the worst. Their recidivism rate may 
be much higher than 15 percent. 

If these detainees are to be trans-
ferred, they should go only to govern-
ments that are willing and able to try, 
detain, rehabilitate or monitor them. 
Yemen does not meet that standard. 
An economic crisis, domestic security 
challenges, and Islamic terrorism are 
right now threatening to overwhelm 
the Yemeni Government. The FBI di-
rector recently highlighted Yemen as 
an area of persistent al Qaeda activity. 
Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
openly advertises their intent to at-
tack the United States and our over-
seas interests, and is able to work in 

relative freedom in Yemen. Counterter-
rorism measures in Saudi Arabia have 
forced extremists to seek refuge 
abroad, and many have relocated to 
Yemen’s ungoverned areas. Known al 
Qaeda terrorists, including USS Cole 
bombers, have escaped from prison in 
Yemen to return to terrorism. The 
Christian Science Monitor reported 
last month of the rising threat to 
Saudi Arabia from the deteriorating se-
curity situation in Yemen. Saudi police 
prevented a bomb attack on October 13, 
and one of the perpetrators was a 
former Guantanamo detainee who en-
tered the country from Yemen. 

The bottom line is that terrorist de-
tainees should not be sent to Yemen 
where al Qaeda operates freely and the 
government appears unable to control 
their actions and movements. Reuters 
has reported that the Obama adminis-
tration has already cleared 75 of the re-
maining detainees for transfer abroad, 
and that includes 26 detainees from 
Yemen. Based on what we know, this 
administration is planning to send 
more, perhaps many more, detainees to 
this lawless country, increasing the 
risk of future terrorist attacks on 
Americans. 

The administration should imme-
diately terminate the return of detain-
ees to Yemen, and the congressional 
committees of jurisdiction should in-
vestigate and demand a full justifica-
tion. The release of any detainee to 
Yemen represents a potentially dan-
gerous threat to the United States and 
U.S. citizens, both military and civil-
ian. 

As of now, the administration has 
gone down a dangerous road, and Con-
gress is idly allowing them to make 
these misguided decisions. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 44 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LUJÁN) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

The prophet Isaiah has said, ‘‘God 
will destroy death forever; the Lord 
will wipe away the tears from all faces; 
the reproach of His people He will re-
move from over the Earth, for the Lord 
has spoken.’’ 

O, God, source of forgiveness and the 
salvation of all, hear our prayer today 
as we call to mind all those who have 
served in the House of Representatives 
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in the past and who are departed from 
this world. Forgive their offenses as 
well as their omissions now, and re-
ward them for all their efforts in public 
service on behalf of others. 

Because You are the glory of believ-
ers, the life of the just and the consola-
tion for all who mourn, Lord, grant 
Your peace to all the faithful departed 
that they may now enter Your eternal 
kingdom where You live and reign for-
ever and ever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WALZ led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

DON’T BE FOOLED BY THE 
PELOSI-CARE HEALTH BILL 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, don’t be 
fooled by the introduction of the new-
est health care bill supported by 
Speaker PELOSI. It is no more than the 
same bill millions of Americans spoke 
against in August but reintroduced 
with a different name and a different 
number. 

No matter what it is called, the dis-
guise hasn’t tricked the residents of 
the Third District of Arkansas. Over 
the weekend, I received over 200 e- 
mails, and the overwhelming majority 
of those are from my constituents who 
are very much in opposition to this 
plan. 

Instead of creating taxes, entitle-
ment programs and redtape to reform 
health care, we need to let families and 
businesses buy health insurance across 
State lines; allow small businesses to 
pool together to buy health insurance 
at a lower cost; and end lawsuits that 
contribute to the costs because of doc-
tors being forced to practice defensive 
medicine. 

Mr. Speaker, we can and need to do a 
better job for the American people. 
Let’s create real reform, not more 
problems to fix down the road. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. COLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise again 
today to speak against the Democrats’ 
proposed health care plan. Frankly, it’s 
hard to understand who my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle are listen-
ing to. Certainly, it’s not my constitu-
ents. 

Their concerns, like those of millions 
of Americans, have been ignored as this 
bill has been written. The same provi-
sions that caused the concerns and the 
fears that I heard in August town hall 
meetings are still in the ‘‘new bill.’’ 

Overwhelmingly, the American peo-
ple have said ‘‘no’’ to government-run 
health insurance, but it’s still in the 
bill. Also in the ‘‘new bill’’ are the 
same higher taxes for employers and 
individuals, taxes which will kill jobs. 
These are the very employers and indi-
viduals suffering from double-digit un-
employment in many States today. 

Maybe after several months, Mr. 
Speaker, some have found it easy to 
forget what they heard in August, but 
I haven’t. This new bill is just more of 
the same, more backroom-brokered 
deals deciding the fate of millions of 
Americans. The only noticeable change 
in this bill is the addition of an extra 
1,000 pages or so. 

Americans deserve health care re-
form. Hopefully, they will get it. 

f 

THE PELOSI PLAN FOR THE GOV-
ERNMENT TAKEOVER OF 
HEALTH CARE 
(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, now comes 
the Pelosi plan for the government 
takeover of health care. It is a freight 
train of runaway spending, bloated bu-
reaucracy, mandates, and higher taxes. 
If the liberals in Washington, D.C. have 
their way, they will forever change the 
relationship between government and 
we, the people, as it pertains to the 
health care of this Nation. 

Now, the Republicans in Congress 
who are standing in the gap can’t do 
this alone, but I often tell my col-
leagues: a minority in Congress plus 
the American people equals a majority. 
We, the people, have the power to stop 
the Pelosi health care plan in an effort 
to nationalize one-sixth of our Nation’s 
economy. We, the people, have the abil-
ity to protect the finest health care 
system the world has ever known and 
to demand real health care reform that 
will reduce the cost of health care 
without growing government. 

I appeal to my fellow Americans, not 
as Republicans or Democrats: if you 
cherish freedom, if you fear the crush-
ing weight of Big Government, debt, 
mandates, and taxes, this is your mo-
ment. Now is your time; let your voice 
be heard. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 30, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 30, 2009, at 9:33 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1299. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3606. 

That the Senate concurred to the House 
amendment to the bill S. 1929. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills were signed by the 
Speaker on Friday, October 30, 2009: 

H.R. 2996, making appropriations for 
the Department of the Interior, envi-
ronment, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, 
and for other purposes; 

H.R. 3606, to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to make a technical cor-
rection to an amendment made by the 
Credit CARD Act of 2009; 

S. 1929, to provide for an additional 
temporary extension of programs under 
the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote incurs objection under clause 
6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

MILITARY SPOUSES RESIDENCY 
RELIEF ACT 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 475) to amend the Serv-
icemembers Civil Relief Act to guar-
antee the equity of spouses of military 
personnel with regard to matters of 
residency, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 475 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military 
Spouses Residency Relief Act’’. 
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